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2009 
Joy Garden 

Tour

Benefiting The Village Green

carolyn joy dean

 The Joy Garden Tour is named for Carolyn Joy Dean.
Carolyn was a gracious Southern lady who loved her 
Cashiers home and garden. Both were under continuous 
construction as she added improvements for the comfort of 
her family and guests.  Carolyn was generous in entertaining 
friends in her home and gardens. Anyone fortunate enough to 
be included enjoyed a warm, sincere welcome.  

Carolyn’s charitable activities in Cashiers were well 
known, one of which was helping to establish the Village 
Green where she gave generously of her time, talent and 
plants. She was a wonderful benefactor to her church, her 
community, and our world. Carolyn named her beautiful 
home and gardens in Cashiers “Sheer Folly”  but her 
grandchildren called it Grandma’s Mountain house.

 It is fitting that Carolyn Joy Dean, gracious 
hostess, charitable citizen, generous lady, and gardener 
extraordinaire should be so honored. 
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The Village Green

The Village Green is at the heart of Cashiers.  A 12-acre 
park gifted to the Village of Cashiers by its generous and 
concerned citizens, funded by many fund-raising drives and 
the Joy Garden Tour, it is operated for the preservation and 
conservation of land and Cashiers’ scenic beauty.

Originally a two-acre site that had been cleared for 
a motel, it was purchased in 1992 and gifted to the 
community by generous and visionary residents for use 
as a park.  The park became a reality in 1995 with the 
completion of a large landscaped green area bordered by a 
low native stone wall with a rustic pavilion at its center.

In 2002, the citizens of Cashiers built a playground on 
the Village Green known as the Village Play.  Over 1,600 
Cashiers volunteers worked diligently to complete the project 
in just five days.

The dream of a boardwalk over wetlands in the park has 
become a reality, made possible by funds raised by the Joy 
Garden Tour.

In 2007, the Village Green embarked on an exciting and 
permanent addition to the Village Green:  a sculpture park 
that will involve local materials fused with local inspiration, 
all in keeping with the natural beauty of these rugged 
mountains.  The sculpture park furthers the Village Green’s 
Mission Statement, “To preserve and enhance land for our 
community’s civic, spiritual, academic, recreational, and 
cultural activities to maintain the quality of life for all 
citizens and visitors in the greater Cashiers area.”
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Chairman’s Welcome!

2009 Joy Garden Tour

On behalf of The Joy Garden Tour and The 
Village Green, please accept our sincere and 
heartfelt gratitude for your participation in this 
weekend’s events. A dedicated and hard-working 
group of volunteers has worked diligently and 
tirelessly to assure that this will be a memorable 
moment in the mountains. Our garden owners have 
prepared beautiful and unique landscaped spaces 
for you to observe and enjoy. For the first time, the 
Shops on the Green will be open on Friday and 
Saturday, allowing you to enjoy the gardens at 
your leisure and to have time to browse through 
and purchase some of the many beautiful antiques, 
collectibles and garden items gathered in one space, 
representing more than two dozen vendors from 
near and far. Again, many, many thanks and enjoy 
your stay!
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K
evin Hills is an event planner extraordinaire and 
creator and owner of well-known home influence, 

an incomparable fresh flower design studio in greater 
Philadelphia. Throughout the Philadelphia region, Hills’  
creative, custom-designed flower arrangements are sought 
after for private and corporate parties, bridal showers and 
weddings as well as the Philadelphia Horticulture Center, 
The Downtown Club, the Union League, Drexel University 
and the Scott Arboretum at Swarthmore College. 

Notable among Kevin Hills’  Philadelphia and 
Main Line clients are Saks Fifth Avenue and FORK 
Restaurant, where he creates imaginative events and 
award winning floral design installations.

Kevin Hills’  passion for fresh flowers parallels his 
commitment to beautiful design and his expressive use of 
colors. His works are characterized by an exhaustive search 
for unusual materials and first class quality in design. 
Hills’  works, varying by the season, incorporate natural 
materials in bold, dramatic exciting designs. 

Hills is a graduate of Temple University and also holds 
a fine arts degree from the University of Wisconsin/
Milwaukee. He began his career in New York; there, he 
worked with a furniture designer/sculptor on SoHo’s Art 
& Industry Gallery installations while simultaneously 
consulting for a number of well-known New York events.

LECTURE AND FLORAL DEMONSTRATION

By Kevin Hills, 
- home influence -
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2009 Joy Garden Tour Events

LECTURE & FLORAL DEMONSTRATION
BY KEVIN HILLS 

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2009 AT 9:30 A.M.
COUNTRY CLUB OF SAPPHIRE VALLEY

RECEPTION FOLLOWING

PATRONS GALA 
THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2007

6:30 P.M.
THE VILLAGE GREEN ON CASHIERS SQUARE

GARDEN TOUR
FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2009*
10 A.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M.

PICNIC LUNCH
FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2009

11:00 P.M. UNTIL 2:00 P.M.
THE VILLAGE GREEN ON CASHIERS SQUARE

THE GARDEN SHOPS 
OPEN DURING GALA & GARDEN TOUR  

9:30 A.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M.
ALSO SATURDAY JULY 18TH 

9:30 A.M. UNTIL 4:00 P.M.

*RAIN DATE SATURDAY, JULY 18
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2009 Joy Garden Shops
• Located at the pavilion at the Village Green •

Returning to the Shop:

Randy Ouzts • containers, glass and unique items

Dreama Farmer • jewelry galore

Canine Couture and Collectibles • pet items

It’s for the Birds • fabulous bird houses

Lark and Linden • antiques and garden items

Wieda Duncan • hand crafted fabric art

White Rabbit Botanicals • outstanding plants and planters

Nora • Italian grills and seasonal goodies

Palm House Antiques • stylish items for home and garden

Mitzi Rothman • custom pet portraits

LTM Designs Paper • individualized paper items

Sally B Skin Yummies • organic skin care products

New:

Handmade Crafts by Deanna • baskets and more

Gardening Calendars • month by month guide to gardening in 
the mountains

Felted Heart • clothing for children and adults
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Wright & Co • American alligator purses, hand engraved silver, 
perfume

Winterhawk Pottery • pottery inspired by Cherokee Indian 
designs

Myrna Harrigan Jewelry • hand crafted jewelry made in Asheville

Magpie Baby • custom baby items

Kelle Pollock Handbags • creative handbags

Leather Purses • purses made from cowboy boots

Colleen’s Candies • English Toffee

Specialty Ornamentals • conifers, maples and native plants

Colonial Chairs • handmade Windsor chairs and wooden items

Kombi Garden Tools • “a shovel with an attitude”

The Decorative Touch • jewelry and unique items for the 
mountain home

Ecco Delights • rustic decorative items for the home and yard

Togar Rugs • Items created from Turkish carpets

Caroletta’s Cakes • fresh baked for you

Mary’s Garden Cottages & More • doorstep design

*This year we are including art for your enjoyment and purchase.

THE GARDEN SHOPS 

OPEN DURING GALA & GARDEN TOUR  
9:30 A.M. UNTIL 5:00 P.M.

ALSO SATURDAY JULY 18TH 
9:30 A.M. UNTIL 4:00 P.M.
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Chair: Sandy Barrow 
Co-Chair: Lea Thompson 

•Advisors•

Lella Bromberg

Candy Burgess 

Mary Crawford

Kate Watson

• Committee Chairs •
	 Susan Arnold 

	 Jan Beeland 

	 Bonnie Burnette 

	 Carol Chanin

	 Marjorie Dunn 

	 Caroline Gilham 

	 Judy Gray

	 Susan Griffith 

	 Betty Heard

	 Arlene C. Hendrix

	 Emily Higdon 

	 Laura Howell

	 Faye Kitchens 

	 Mary Marbut

	 Marianne McConnel

	 Karen McIntosh 

	 Joanie Michaels 

	 Fran Parmelee 

	 Anne Reddick

	 Alacia Rhame

	 Beth Sheridan

	 Betty Sponcler 

	 Alice Stanly 

	 Nancy Wilkinson 

	 Kathy Young
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BEFORE YOU BEGIN

• COMFORTABLE SHOES •  A MUST

• PLEASE DO NOT BLOCK DRIVEWAYS

• NO PETS OR CHILDREN, PLEASE

• PLEASE DO NOT EAT IN THE GARDENS OR
LEAVE TRASH BEHIND

• PLEASE PRESENT TICKET AT EACH GARDEN 
AND FOR YOUR BOX LUNCH

• BOX LUNCHES WILL BE AVAILABLE AT
THE VILLAGE GREEN TENT 

BETWEEN 11 A.M. AND 2 P.M.

• RESTROOM FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE AT
THE VILLAGE GREEN

• THE GARDEN SHOP CAN ACCEPT CASH, 
CHECKS AND, IN SOME INSTANCES, CREDIT 

CARDS

*Purchase or Use of Ticket signifies agreement by Ticket Holder 
to hold harmless the Joy Garden Tour, its Volunteers, the Village 
Green, the Village Conservancy, and Property Owners of Tour 
Gardens from any claims of injury to their person or property.
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T he expansive rolling lawn of this tranquil two acre property 
features over 100 white New Guinea Impatiens planted each 

year. This muted green and white setting is perfect punctuation for 
the semi-formal terraced garden standing with stately beauty to the 
side and back of the house. 

Giving the garden its elegant and antique look is the old Savannah 
brick used for the walls and terraces. Skip Ryan, a previous owner, 
working with Mary Beck and Larry Phillips in designing and 
planting the garden, salvaged the brick from the old 1920’s Sylva 
High School which was torn down in the late 80’s. 

Three levels form the perennial garden with red ‘Lucifer’  
Crocosmia the focal center point. At the top, the view is expanded 
with the use of antique urns planted with ‘DragonWing’  begonias. 
With 6 Alberta Spruce standing as sentinels, plantings of ‘Stella 
D’Ora’  daylilies, ‘Becky’  Shasta daisies, Rudbeckia ‘Goldstrum’, 
Buddleia, and ‘Annabelle’  hydrangeas exhibit a spectacular mass of 
summer color. To insure the health of the garden, the owners installed 
a Micro-Irrigation above-ground watering system which has been a 
god-send in these drought years.

10

Kathe and Bill Canby Garden, 
Country Club of Sapphire Valley
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T he inspired name for this beautiful property, “Ushuata”, is a 
Cherokee term meaning ‘where civilization ends and dreams 

begin’. Purchased in 1997 this seven acre site at the top of Spring 
Forest is the ultimate view lot overlooking Bald Rock, Fairfield 
Lake, Sapphire Valley, and Chimney Top.

In 2007 the existing house was removed making way for the new 
stone and poplar structure designed by Matthew Benson of the Charlotte, 
NC firm of Myer, Greeson, Pullin & Benson. The garden design and 
plantings were the province of Mary Palmer Dargan together with 
installation and rockwork by John Warren. There is a huge rock ‘as old 
as the mountain itself ’  exposure at the back of the home with weeping 
cotoneasters draping much of the extensive rockwork.

Roses, a specialty of the owner, are found all along the wooden 
fence surrounding the property. Tufu rocks, planted with a variety of 
sedum, provide interesting accents throughout the garden. 

Good stewardship of the land and having rainwater on reserve for 
watering the gardens is a priority for the owners. They have built 
two cisterns of 2000 gallons each with one large holding tank of 
32,000 gallons beneath the planting beds. 

Judy & George Dixon Garden,
 Spring Forest
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The Ellis Garden
Cedar Creek Road

A fter ten years the tour returns to one of the most beloved gardens 
featured on the first Joy Garden Tour, the David Ellis cottage 

garden. Newly replanted, the garden continues to delight and inspire 
with its small storybook cottage featuring antique English windows, 
the dominant and central feature of the garden.  Following tradition, 
this garden is compact, with its borders of plants and flowers bursting 
at the seams. The garden is contained by house, hemlock hedges and a 
picket fence passed on from an old friend.

Entering the property, the visitor will pass under an arbor planted 
with ‘New Dawn’  roses and purple beech trees. A path leads to several 
garden areas, including a circular bench, the centerpiece of the garden 
from where all views are good. Other features include a small pond 
with happy, fat frogs and a hidden fire pit for warming cool nights.

 When the owner is not pulling weeds or deadheading flowers 
in the garden, he is working on landscape creations for his clients. 
David is owner of Ellis Landesign, Inc. in Atlanta and the 
Cashiers/Highlands area.

 The Ellis garden has appeared in Southern Accents and Country 
Gardens.
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T his unique garden, located in the Country Club of Sapphire 
Valley with a view of the 16th green, incorporates many 

traditional plantings found in the Highlands Plateau; however, it 
revolves around a seemingly endless flow of water. When the Haglers 
purchased the property in 2005, a dry creek bed running under the 
breezeway provided water drainage. With the expertise of Bob Dews, 
owner of Xstream Ponds in Cashiers, the magical transformation 
is a bog garden and small waterfall at the front entrance, a second 
bog garden at the breezeway running under the house, and a water 
cascade at the base of the gently sloping rear terrain.

This aquatic landscape incorporates many plantings that are 
unique only to water gardens. Here you will discover varieties 
of water lilies, forget-me-nots, pickerel, pitcher plants and edible 
water celery. Lined with an impermeable membrane, the water 
garden is self-contained and biologically clean using no chemicals or 
mechanical devices. The plant roots are used for biological filtration 
to clarify the water and retard algae growth.

From the moment you arrive at this enchanting garden, your senses 
will be greeted with a dance of reflecting light and musical overtones 
of moving water. 

Billie & Tom Hagler Garden, 
Country Club of Sapphire Valley
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H andsome cobalt blue containers mark the entrance to this 
beautifully landscaped property featuring a small lake and 

a party pavilion with view of Chimney Top and Sassafras Ridge. 
Verdant textured plantings surround a whimsical “Leap Frog”  
bronze sculpture in the center island and bonsai-styled boxwood 
accent the front garden. 

The house, which served as the Cashiers Designer Showhouse in 
2006, was reconstructed using vintage materials and features a 
hardwood log and chink exterior with poplar bark siding. Hank 
Ross of Highlands created the original site plan and the owner 
worked with Ben Odom along with Scotlyn Yard to create the 
landscape design.

In the back of the house, a stone terrace and lawn leads down to 
the lake bordered on one side with coral bells, daylilies, and ‘Pink 
Diamond’  hydrangeas. Great tree stumps have been brought in for 
emphasis. At the backside is ‘Chimney Top’  creek, crossed by Penny’s 
bridge. The lake is fed by a spring and highlighted by a waterfall. 
Save time to stroll through the Rose Garden and Azalea Garden.

Penny & Ben Johnson Garden
Country Club of Sapphire Valley
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T his beautiful green oasis, “Through The Woods,”  is within 
walking distance of downtown Cashiers. Starting in 1994 

this garden was carved out of a 7 acre heavily wooded property. 
Dave, the self-described construction and weed manager, used local 
locust logs and rhododendron limbs to fashion graceful arbors and 
rustic railings, and built the beds with Tennessee fieldstone giving 
the garden structure and purpose. 

As the garden designer, Fran created a sense of relaxed comfort by 
her use of a myriad of flowering perennials in a soft color palette. 
For the most part, annuals are only planted in containers. Purple, 
her favorite color, serves as the garden’s focus and the visitor will 
never see red flowers. The gaudiest perennials are the orange-
blooming tiger lilies found growing on the property, probably planted 
a century ago when the land was part of a farm. Fran’s secret is her 
liberal use of mushroom compost.

Awarded Best Garden Design by Country Gardens magazine, a 
publication of Better Homes & Gardens, the garden was published in 
the Fall, 2006 issue. It has also been certified as an official wildlife 
habitat by the National Wildlife Federation.

Fran & Dave Parmalee Garden,
Monte Vista Road, 
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Benefactors …

	 Susan and John Akitt

	 Linda and Dick Cravey

	 Kitty and Wayne Davis

	 Jo Phelps Fabian

	 Nancy and Holcomb Green

	 Betty and Albert Luce

	 Fran and Bill Matthews

	 Deen Day and Jim Sanders

	 Kathy and Joe Sanderson
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Patrons …
Sandra & Conrad Ahrens
Ainsworth-Noah
Dr. & Mrs. John F. Albritton
Kathryn Arnett
Susan & John Arnold
Kathrine O. Bagby
Sandra Baldwin
Sandy & John Barrow
Jan & Robbie Beeland
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Beem
Diana Bell
Debbie, Tyson & Tara Beth Bennett
Sally & John Bickley
Dottie & Dan Blitch
Sylvia Boineau
Jane & Jim Bowyer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Y. Bradley
Lella & Frank Bromberg
Nancy & Bill Broyles
Candy & Malcolm Burgess
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin L. Burke
Bonnie & Richard Burnette
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace J. Burt, Jr.
Jane & Marshall Butler
Shepard & Peter Cahall
Mollie Candler
Margaret Lowry Cannon
Carol & Robert Chanin
Mr. & Mrs. William Chase
Bettye & Cecil Cheves
Gina Cogswell
April Cohen
Malinda M. Coleman & Anne H. Farrar
Patricia & Paul Collins
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Patrons …
Mary Conover
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Cooper, Sr.
M. Jill Cox
Mary & Tom Crawford
The George E. Crouch Foundation
Mary Palmer & Hugh Dargan
Winifred & Tread Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Jarrett Davis
Mary T. & Burke Dial
Connie & David Dimling
Judy & George Dixon
Bettye Dupree
Jolane & Jack Edwards
Mrs. Stanton C. Eggers
Martha & Lamar Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Estes
Mary Lee Nunnally Farrior
Patty & Larry Faulkner
Sue & Gene Fetner
Aida Perez Flamm
Brenda & Frank Flautt
Jane Fleischer
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Foster
Richard Freeman & Sarah Allen
Jacqueline & Matt Friedlander
Caroline & Harry Gilham
Maria & Jerry Greenway
Leslie Fox & Joe Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Blake Griffith
Linda Halpern
Mary Hardman
Francie & Shannon Hargrove
Joanne Hayes
Anne & Til Hazel
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Patrons …
Betty Heard
Katharine Henry
Emily & John Higdon
Harriet & Billy Holliday
Russell Holliday & Hal Cottingham
Ellen & Michael Hughes
Betty & Billy Hulse
Bonnie & Truett Jarrard
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Jeter
Bebe & Steve Kane
Wendy & Ken Katsaris
Anna & Galen Kilburn
Dr. & Mrs. George Kitchens
Marilyn & Howard Krone
Lucy Kuhne
Jane M. Langley
Mimsie & Reese Lanier
Kathy & Bernie Lanigan
Teresa & Willard Lasseter
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Lathan
Joan Law
Lisa & David Long
Maribeth Lowe
Mallory Lykes
Carolyn & Sam Magruder
Mary & John Marbut
Corinne & Joe Martin
Carolyn & Ted Mauldin
Mr. & Mrs. Willard McBurney
Marcia & John McCarley
Marianne McConnel
Libby McGriff
Cissy Mercer
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Patrons …
Vivianne Metzger Antiques
Joanie & Ed Michaels
Mrs. William T. Moor
Lynette & Tom Moss
Cindy Murphy
Virginia B. Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Naughton
Sarah & Phil Nelson
Sandra & Robert Norman
Mrs. Daniel C. O’Leary
Alice Paris
Barbara Parker
Betty & Tom Petway
Kathy & Harry Phillips
Marian & Rip Poitevent
Dottie & Preston Prevatt
Mr. & Mrs. Peter T. Pruitt
Dr. & Mrs. T. Hunter Pryor
Anne & David Reddick
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Renn
Alacia & Don Rhame
Kathleen H. Rivers
Laura & Jack Rogers
Rusticks
Becky & Ed Savitz
Alice & Jim Scanlon
Jack Schellenberg & Sterling Everett
Trudie Sessions
Emilie & Clay Shaw
Beth Sheridan
Virginia & Don Sink
Eileen & Jeffrey Small
Gail Smith
Betty & Lewis Smoak
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Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spangenberg
Virginia & Gene Sparlin
Betty & Maurice Sponcler
Lauren Stallings
Alice & Bill Stanly
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Strub
Mr. & Mrs. J. Blake Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. George E. Summers.
Betty & Tommy Talbot
Mr. & Mrs. Brooke Temple
Patty Thomas
Lea & Joe Thompson
Beth Townsend
Gay Townsend
Corbin & Robert Tucker
Evelyn & Jerry Vereen
Dr. & Mrs. Minor Vernon
Martha & Preston Wailes
Peggy & John Warner
Margaret & Ed Wasson
Dot & John Watson
Lane Weavil
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Weeks, Jr.
Gloria & Jim Weir
Mr. & Mrs. Howe Whitman
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Wiggins, Jr.
Tom B. Wight
Nancy & Jim Wilkinson
Vance & Willis Willey
Gayle & Dennis Winchester
Susan Yanno
Mr. & Mrs. Wirt Yerger, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Neely Young
Judy Zaban

Patrons …
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Evelyn & Joe Adams

Sally Bickley

Pat Buchanan

Bountyland Enterprises

Kathe & Bill Canby

Gail Carr

Shirley Carter

Chattooga Gardens

Mary Crawford

Judy & George Dixon

David Ellis

Mary Lee Farrior

Wanda Gebhardt

Susan & Blake Griffith

Billie & Tom Hagler

Betty Heard

Penny & Ben Johnson

Carmen Johnson

Jane Langley

Maribeth Lowe

Fran & Bill Matthews

A Very Special Thank You To:
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Marcia McCarley

Dasha Morgan

Nectar and Company

Sarah & Phil Nelson

Susan Nilsson

Penny Nunnally

Nancy Pankey

Fran & Dave Parmelee

Nancy Pearson

Judy & Steve Rando

Jack Schellenberg

Betty Talbot

Hibbie Theus

Bonnie Thurman

Robert Tucker

John Warren

Kate Watson

Gloria Weir

Tom Wight

and

All Our Dedicated Volunteers

A Very Special Thank You To:
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Visitors’  Notes …




